Fiscal Year 2009

Illinois Community College Board

Career and Technical Education Innovation Grant

Purpose: 
The purpose of this grant is to provide resources to help develop or enhance innovative community college CTE programs and, when appropriate, support the expansion of these innovations through collaborative activities with regional secondary partners and other relevant stakeholders.

Use of 
Funds:
Colleges may only use CTE Innovation Grant funds for projects and activities that support one or more of the Grant Objectives (listed below).  Colleges will be responsible for monitoring and properly expending the funds.  Grant funds must supplement, not supplant, any funds currently being directed towards these goals.

Objective: 
FY 2009 CTE Innovation Grant funds may only be used for projects and activities that support one or more of the following Grant Objectives:
1. Leadership, organization and support

Develop and/or enhance collaborative activities among partners that will support the formation, implementation and assessment of Programs of Study.
2. Access and opportunity 

Develop and/or enhance programs and projects that increase learner access to educational opportunities and services that enable their success.
3. Alignment and transition 

Develop and/or enhance alignment activities that facilitate student transition through the educational pipeline. 
4. Enhanced curriculum and instruction

Develop and/or enhance rigorous and relevant curriculum and pedagogy that that enhances learning and enables students attain credentials.
5. Professional preparation and development

Develop and/or enhance professional development opportunities for key personnel to continuously improve the educational environment.
6. Accountability and program improvement 

a. Develop and/or enhance activities to improve data sharing among partners.

b. Develop and/or enhance activities to improve Perkins IV accountability outcomes. 

Allowable

Expenditures: Funds must focus on developing, implementing, and/or enhancing projects and activities that support one or more of the Grant Objectives (above).  NOTE: Grant funds must be used to supplement, not supplant, funds currently being directed toward grant goals.
1. Contractual Services

2. Curriculum Development
3. Instructional Equipment
4. Materials and Supplies
5. Personnel
6. Staff Development

7. Travel

8. Other Expenditures – as approved by appropriate ICCB staff
(Please include a description of any costs listed under “Other      Expenditures”)
Eligible Recipients: 
Illinois Community Colleges


Grant Amounts: 
see attached allocation table 

Application:
In order to apply for funding, community colleges must submit an Innovation Grant Plan.  This plan must be developed in consultation with the college’s assigned ICCB CTE Regional Consultant.  The Innovation Grant Plan must include the following components:
1.
Detailed description of the proposed activities or projects;

2.
Clear explanation of how the activities or projects will address one or more of the Grant Objectives; 

3.
Specific anticipated outcomes of the activities or projects;

4.
A project budget utilizing the Allowable Expenditure categories (listed above).

Two copies of the Innovation Grant Project Plans are due to the ICCB by November 21, 2008.  Please mail the plans to:

The Illinois Community College Board


ATTENTION: ROB KERR


401 East Capitol Avenue


Springfield, Illinois 62701

Period:
July 1, 2008 through June 30, 2009.  Grant funds shall be expended or obligated by June 30, 2009. 

Deliverables: 
A final programmatic report and a final grant expenditure report are due to the ICCB by October 1, 2009.  
Information: 
For further information, please contact Rob Kerr at rob.kerr@illinois.gov or at 217-785-0068. 
